
INT. SKYSCRAPER - EVENING

A bald man in an expensive business suit, LEX LUTHOR, stands 
in front of a large set of windows that look down from up 
high upon the city around him. 

Below him two super powered aliens battle each other in 
flight. One of them is adorned with a red cape. SUPERMAN. 
The other in black. ZOD.

LEX (V.O.)
Who are you? Who are you really? 
No one really knows. We didn't ask 
for you. No one called you to arms. 
You just... Appeared. 

EXT. EARTH'S ORBIT - NIGHT

Superman watches the Earth from space. His eyes darting to 
and fro with great speed.

LEX (V.O.)
All of a sudden you are the 
protector of our world. But I've 
never met you. 

INT. DAILY PLANET - DAY

Superman, disguised as CLARK KENT, is sitting at his desk 
alone while the rest of the newspapers bullpen are chatting 
it up. LOIS LANE shoots him a sympathetic look. He nods in 
gracious understanding. 

LEX (V.O.)
Barely anyone has.  Yet we are 
supposed to trust you. Trust you? 

EXT. CITY WRECKAGE - NIGHT

Superman tries to help some civilians trapped in rubble. The 
police arrive on the scene and brush him off. Swatting him 
away as this is his doing.

LEX (V.O.)
After your existence brought mass 
terror to our world and in your 
wake you left utter devastation. 

(MORE)
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You and your kind caused billions 
LEX (V.O.) (cont'd)

upon billions in damage. 

EXT. CITY HALL - DAY

Lex Luthor is holding a press conference. Clark and Lois are 
there to cover the event. Lois is angry and Clark seems sad. 

LEX (V.O.)
You are lucky that there are people 
like me who will step up to make 
sure that Metropolis will have the 
financial means to return to the 
thriving city it was before your 
arrival. 

INT. LEXCORP TOWER - NIGHT

Superman is hovering outside the large windows. Lex gives 
him a playful wave as the office is swarmed by reporters and 
photographers snapping pictures and yelling at the superhero 
outside the windows. Lex stands there smirking.

LEX (V.O.)
But don't think my generosity 
doesn't come at a price. I believe 
our great 'Superman' needs to be 
thoroughly scrutinized. 

INT. KENT FARM - DAY

Clark punches a hole through the barn at his Kansas home 
that causes the whole of it to collapse to the ground. His 
mother, MA KENT, watches from afar, upset. 

 LEX (V.O.)
You've been left to your own 
devices for too long and enjoyed 
your station untested and 
unchallenged. 

EXT. FOREIGN SOIL - NIGHT

Superman flies down onto the landing strip of a foreign 
airbase. The occupants of the airbase take to their weapons 
and send everything at Superman. Bullets, missiles, 
grenades. Nothing works. He is invulnerable.
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LEX (V.O.)
The people of Earth need to know 
that you're every bit the hero you 
make yourself out to be. 

INT. INDUSTRIAL WAREHOUSE - NIGHT

Lex walks into a massive warehouse that houses multiple 
giant robots, a large laboratory, and all sorts of dark, 
creepy scientific experiments. 

LEX (V.O.)
My name is Lex Luthor. You have 
heard of me. 

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Superman is being smacked around by three gargantuan robots 
that are covered by a glowing green aura. He is hit back and 
forth and back and forth. 

LEX (V.O.)
And I plan to challenge you, 
Superman.
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Black.

THE END.
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